TO EAST AFRICA AGAIN

an open space, that was the most they ever saw. The
Prince said he would rather be in the arena itself. If
he could do nothing else, he could help in the bush-
beating. So he, Finch-Hatton, Ritchie and von Blixen
left their positions, followed the natives and, a little
aimlessly, thwacked the thickets. They heard the chorus
suddenly become more tense and strident. Over there
to the side was a great confusion, and the four followers
ran to see. The contest was over when they arrived.
They saw only a dead lion with spears in its flesh. Then,
immediately, that shrill chorus again, from another
place. The spearmen ran towards the new arena, and
the spectators struggled after them. They were in time
to watch the next encounter. A lion came out into the
open and, making for cover further on, was challenged
by a tall native. The man was felled, but before the
lion could kill him the spears were flying again.

And now came the inevitable "touch" of malaria.
It is one of the smaller mysteries of life that malaria
should always be said to arrive in the manner or degree
which is described as a touch. Whether this is due to
any peculiarity of the fever itself, or to a sort of Masonic
understanding among White Men that the existence of
the Thing must be as far as possible strenuously denied,
that is hard to decide. What is certain is that no White
Man, if he is truly White, is ever heard to boast that he
once had a real big dose of malaria and no mistake.
For the boast'would be as good as a confession, a let-
down, So we must be content to record that von Blixen
had a touch of malaria, the merest flick we might call
it. The Prince was next, and he was ill enough to make
a return to Nairobi advisable. But perhaps his was but
a touch after all, for a week later he was up and watching
the races.

From now until his departure from Africa the Prince
became more and more active with the cine-camera. He
was especially pleased with his success in stalking a
sleeping crocodile on a slippery bank of the Aswar.
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